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December 31, 2017  Volume III 
30th Sunday after Pentecost / Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

9:15am - Canon of Nativity & Carols (Kol’jady)    9:30am - Divine Liturgy     Tone 5     Liturgical Color: Purple 
Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40; Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25 

Additional collection for our Community Outreach 

SERVICES, SAINTS, AND READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Tuesday, January 2 – 9:30am Prefestive Moleben of the Nativity 

Friday, January 5 – 9:30am Royal Hours of the Nativity (A Day of Strict Fasting) 
Saturday, January 6 – Vigil Service for the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

AMBRIDGE: 8pm / HOMESTEAD: 8pm / EAST PITTSBURGH: 7pm  
The Holy Mystery of Confession is available following every service. 

# Monday Martyr Boniface at Tarsus in Cilicia (290) Hebrews 11:17-23,27-31 Mark 9:42-10:1 
# Tuesday Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-bearer of Antioch (107) Heb. 12:25-26,13:22-25 Mark 10:2-12 
# Wednesday Virgin-martyr Juliana of Nicomedia (304) James 1:1-18 Mark 10:11-15 
# Thursday Great-martyr Anastasia of Rome (304) James 1:19-27 Mark 10:17-27 
### Friday St. Nahum of Ochrid, enlightener of the Bulgarians (910) James 2:1-13 Luke 2:1-20 
# Saturday Nun-martyr Eugenia of Rome (262) Galatians 3:8-12 Mt 2:1-12 

# During the Nativity (Philip’s) Fast, let us Imitate Christ and the Saints and Fast as they did!   ### strict fast 
Sunday, January 7 - 31st Sunday after Pentecost / Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ 
9:15am - Canon of Nativity & Carols (Kol’jady)      9:30am - Divine Liturgy      Tone 6     Liturgical Color: Gold 

Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7; Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +  

A Warm Welcome To Our Visitors! 
Glory Be To Jesus Christ! (Glory Be Forever!) 

 Slava Isusu Christu! (Slava na v’iki!) 
We are happy that you have joined us today!  Please join us downstairs for coffee 
and a bite to eat. It is our pleasure to have you in our presence this morning and we 
wish God’s Blessings to all who visit with us today and hope you stop in again soon! 
If you have any questions in regards to our worship or Orthodoxy, please see Fr. 
Dave and he will gladly answer any of your questions to the best of his ability. He 

looks forward to meeting you! 
+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

LOOKING AHEAD LOCALLY  
Monday, January 8 – Afterfeast of the Nativity - 
2nd Day of Christmas - 9:30am Divine Liturgy for 
the Synaxis of the Holy Theotokos 
Tuesday, January 9 – Afterfeast of the Nativity - 
3rd Day of Christmas - 9:30am Divine Liturgy for 
the Feast of Saint Stephen 
Sunday, January 14 – 8th Day of Christmas / 
Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord / Additional 
collection for our Capital Improvement Fund 
 

Thursday, January 18 – Vigil Service for the 
Feast of Theophany (A Day of Strict Fasting): 
AMBRIDGE: 8pm / HOMESTEAD: 8pm /  
EAST PITTSBURGH: 7pm  
Friday, January 19 – 9:30am Divine Liturgy for 
the Feast of Theophany with the Great Blessing of 
Water / Annual House Blessings begin 
Saturday, January 20 - 9:30am Divine Liturgy for 
the Feast of the Synaxis of St John the Baptist 
Sunday, January 21 – Zacchaeus Sunday / 
YOUTH Sunday 

+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

BULLETIN BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Please have submissions for this section to Father by Wednesday.) 

2018 Calendars have arrived and are in the 
Church Vestibule to be picked up. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
Stewardship/Dues are due - The end of the civil 
calendar year is here. Have you made a 
contribution to your parish yet? Please fulfill your 
financial responsibility to your Church. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
Nativity Coffee Social – will be a cover-dish surprise 
supplied by everyone in the parish. Bring in your 
favorite dish and let’s celebrate the Feast with a feast! 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
Christmas Raffle – Items are requested and 
being collected on the bar top in the church hall for 
our Christmas Raffle. Typically people will bring in 
a nice bottle of wine, but feel free to be creative! 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
Cards – Please consider repurposing your 
greeting cards and prior calendar icons after the 
season concludes. The collection box is in the 
vestibule for Holy Transfiguration Monastery. 
Thank you for giving back!  

This Bulletin Is Offered: 

For The Health Of Our 

Parishioners And 

Community In 2018. 



Weekly Candle Intentions/Memorials were 
offered last week by Tim Martin; Viola Peifer; 
Lawrence Martin; Olga Radick; Eleanor Sanger; 
Mary Jane Hudak; Mary Ann Brady; Theresa 
Sharpless; Cindy Pavilonis; Patty Watson. 
“I am the light of the world; he who follows Me 

will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” - John 8:12 

The Eternal Lamp was offered last week by 
Kathy Schrmack, in Memory of Parents, Peter 
and Katherine Silon; by Viola Peifer, in Memory 
of Deceased Members of Peifer and Radick 
Families; and by John Gaydos, Jr., in Memory of 
Mother, Catherine. May Their Memory Be 
Eternal! Vičnaya Pamjat!  

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
2017 NATIVITY FAST PRAYER 
CHALLENGE – Bishop Gregory asks each 
member of our Diocese to pray the Prayer 
for Peace every evening of the Nativity 

Fast, either as a family or individually. Cut out and 
use the prayer daily (found on the last page). Let us 
unite our prayers for peace on earth! A special 
webpage (http://www.acrod.org/consecration/prayerchallenge) 
has been set up where additional information on this 
year's prayer challenge can be found. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
Mystery of Holy Confession – All are reminded 
that fasting from food goes hand-in-hand with fasting 
from sin. This is why the Church encourages us to 
receive the Mystery of Holy Confession during the 
Nativity Fast period. Confessions will be heard 
following every service. Other times are available by 
appointment. Please contact Father Dave to arrange 
a time. A blessed Nativity Fast to all! 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
New Food Ministry at Church: 
Meal Train – when someone in our 

community cannot get to the grocery store or 
make their own meals (after a major surgery, a 
new baby, or for any other reason is in need), this 
program will help allow us to help them! Here is an 
example: Someone has a major surgery and will 
not be able to cook for themselves for 2 weeks. 
They notify Father Dave of this and he sets up an 
account for them on this website. Someone else 
from the parish decides to make a big pot of soup 
and freeze some for the one in need. They can 
then either deliver the food to their house or bring 
it to the church on Sunday and someone else will 
deliver it through the week. The idea is this: that 
through our stewardship we will help each other 
out when we are able to! Please visit: 
www.MealTrain.com to learn more about it. Here 
are some basic terms from their website:  

v Meal Train: Organized meal giving around a significant 
life event. One meal from one person per day. 
v Organizer: The person who sets up the meal train. 
v Recipient: Those who will receive the meals. 
v Participant/Giver: The person who will make and 
take a meal. 
We will figure this new system out together! 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 

 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 

 
+ + +   + + +   + + + 

Snow Removal Team – as temperatures have 
begun to drop, we are reminded that snow is on 
it’s way. Just a reminder that we will be looking 
for folks, as in the past, to offer some of their time 
prior to people getting to church on Sundays to 
help with snow removal. Please let Father know if 
you will be able to come earlier to Church to 
assist with keeping the sidewalks clear. Ideally 
we will have a rotation of people so that the same 
person is not doing it each snowfall.  

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
Shopping on-line – The on-line shopping store, 
Amazon.com, will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our 

diocese! Simply go to the home 
page of our Diocesan website, 
www.acrod.org, and click on the 
AmazonSmiles button in the far 
left column and then shop as 
usual (Same products; same 
prices; same service). 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 

 
+ + +   + + +   + + + 

Coffee Social Stewards Needed – On weeks 
that no one signs up to host and organize our 
coffee social, we will have a ‘pot-luck’ meal. On 
these weeks, we ask that every household 
brings something small for a pot-luck surprise 
spread for the community to enjoy that week!  
(Don’t over think the menu - Plan to keep it 
simple J) Everyone is also encouraged to help 
clean up after. The Divine Liturgy concludes at 
the final blessing, but the liturgy continues 
downstairs as we gather in love and fellowship 
with our parish family and visiting neighbors. Lets 
keep this critical ministry alive in our parish! 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 

 
+ + +   + + +   + + + 

Parish Stewardship Opportunities… 
As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. 

(Luke 6:31) 
- Bring in a bag of CALCIUM CHLORIDE  

- Take a Coffee Social week 
- Attend an additional service at Church 

- Offer your time to help with possible snow 

Our Stewardship Gift To God 
Stewardship/Dues: $   970 
Candles/Small C./Eternal Lamp/C. box: $   296 
Envelopes: Sunday/Feast Day/Special:  $   686 
Total Collections:   $ 1952 
Collection for the Saints:  “On the first day of the 
week let each one of you lay something aside, 

storing up as he may prosper.” 1 Cor 16:2 

Coffee Social Steward Schedule 

January 7: Cover-Dish Surprises 
January 14: Open “Pot Luck” 
January 21: Open “Pot Luck” 

Thank you to all those who support this 
critical ministry of our Church! 

Visit Our Diocese On-Line 
Diocesan Website: www.acrod.org 

Camp Nazareth: www.campnazareth.org 
FB: www.facebook.com/acroddiocese 

Twitter: twitter.com/acrodnews 
You Tube: youtube.com/acroddiocese 



+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

LIVES OF THE SAINTS 
Source: www.orthodoxpittsburgh.com/parish-calendar/orthodox-calendar   © 1996-2001 by translator Fr. S. Janos 
Sunday before the Nativity of our 
Lord, The Holy Fathers 
Commemorated on the Sunday that falls 
between the Dec 31 & Jan 6 (Dec 18 & 24) 
"On the Sunday before the Nativity, the 
Holy Fathers have instituted the 
Commemoration of the Genealogy of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, in which we 
include not only His ancestors according 
to the flesh from Adam to Joseph the 
Betrothed of the Mother of God, but all 
the Righteous and the Prophets, who, 
by their words or deeds, announced the coming in 
the flesh of the Son of God." (Synaxarion) 
As baptized Christians, we ourselves are by 
adoption children of the Father and brethren of 

Christ, as the Apostle says, and are 
therefore a continuation of this spiritual 
lineage. May we be made worthy! 
Since the Jews did not trace genealogies 
in the mother's line, the Scriptures do not 
give us the lineage of Christ according to 
the flesh, which was through his mother 
Mary; but instead list the forebears of 
Joseph the Betrothed, who served 
according to the Law as husband of 
Mary and father of Jesus. According to 
the Fathers, the blessed Virgin was the 

daughter of Joachim, son of Bar-Panther, son of 
Panther, son of Levi, son of Nathan, son of King 
David. Thus as prophesied, the Messiah was of the 
house and lineage of David. 

+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40 

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For 
he looked forward to the city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
 32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 
David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, 34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, won strength out of weakness, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women 
received their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might 
rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered 
mocking and scourging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated— 38 of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth. 
39 And all these, though well attested by their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since 
God had foreseen something better for us, that 
apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25: 
The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah 1 The 
book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham. 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 
his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and 
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father 
of Ammin′adab, and Ammin′adab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and 
Salmon the father of Bo′az by Rahab, and Bo′az 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 
Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife 
of Uri′ah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehobo′am, 
and Rehobo′am the father of Abi′jah, and Abi′jah 
the father of Asa, 8 and Asa the father of 

Jehosh′aphat, and Jehosh′aphat the father of 
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzzi′ah, 9 and 
Uzzi′ah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the 
father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezeki′ah, 10 and Hezeki′ah the father of 
Manas′seh, and Manas′seh the father of 
Amos, and Amos the father of Josi′ah, 11 and 
Josi′ah the father of Jechoni′ah and his brothers, 
at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoni′ah 
was the father of She-al′ti-el, and She-al′ti-el the 
father of Zerub′babel, 13 and Zerub′babel the father 
of Abi′ud, and Abi′ud the father of Eli′akim, and 
Eli′akim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of 
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim 
the father of Eli′ud, 15 and Eli′ud the father of 
Elea′zar, and Elea′zar the father of Matthan, and 
Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the 
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David 
were fourteen generations, and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and 
from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ 
fourteen generations. 
The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 18 Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be 
with child of the Holy Spirit; 19 and her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her 
to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But 
as he considered this, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Spirit; 21 she will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23 “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and his name shall be called Emman′u-el” (which 
means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she 
had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 



+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

ORTHODOX WORD OF THE WEEK 
INCARNATE - From Latin, meaning “to become flesh.” Christ is God Incarnate: He became flesh, that is, a 
Man. Thus, Jesus Christ is perfect God and perfect Man in one Divine Person. (Lk 1:26-38; Jn 1:1-14; Php 2:5-7) 

+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +  
LIVING ORTHODOXY IN REFLECTIVE PREPARATION: 

meditating on the awesome miracle of the Son of God taking on flesh and becoming one of us
Prefestive Hymns of the Nativity (Samohlasen Tone 6) 

The Never-setting Sun is coming from the virginal 
womb to enlighten everyone under the sun. Let 
us meet Him with pure hearts and with good 
works. Let us prepare ourselves now through the 
Holy Spirit to greet Him who is coming to His own 
people as He himself had willed. He is being born 
in Bethlehem so that through His compassion He 
might bring back all of those who were exiled 
from life in Paradise. 
He who is carried by the Cherubim has taken 
human nature in the abode of the immaculate 
womb. He has come to earth to be born of the tribe 
of Judah. The holy cave has been adorned like a 
splendid palace for the King of all; the manger, like 
a ruby throne. The Virgin will place the Child into it 
for the renewal of His boundless creation. 
Having conceived in a manner beyond 
understanding, the Virgin places You into the 
manger of the dumb animals, O eternal Word of 

God, because You come to pardon the ignorance 
that I acquired through the envy of the serpent. You 
come to be wrapped in swaddling clothes in order 
to break the chains and fetters of my sins. O only-
blessed One and Lover of Mankind, I most joyfully 
glorify, extol, and adore You and your coming in the 
flesh; for through You I have been freed. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.  
O Cave, prepare yourself to receive the Mother 
who bears Christ within her womb. O Manger, 
receive the Word who destroyed the sins of all. O 
Shepherds, keep watch and then bear witness to 
the awesome wonder. O Magi, come from 
Persia, and bring your gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh to the King. For the Lord has 
appeared from a virgin Mother; yet she bowed to 
Him as a servant and spoke to Him within her 
bosom, saying: How were you conceived in me? 
How did You grow in me, my God and Savior? 

+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

SPIRITUAL VITAMINS FOR THE WEEK 
 SUNDAY 

"Christ’s Incarnation and all that He accomplished for us in the flesh redeems the OT saints, who by 
faith participate in His Resurrection and His Kingdom.” – Orthodox Study Bible, Hebrews 11:40 

MONDAY 
"Your children should not hear you arguing even once, not even if you raise the tone of your voices to 
one another.” +Elder Porphyrios 

TUESDAY (Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ) 
“The Never-setting Sun is coming from the virginal womb to enlighten everyone under the sun. Let us 
meet Him with pure hearts and with good works.” - From the Prefestive Moleben of the Nativity 

WEDNESDAY (Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ) 
“When you rise from sleep, your first thought should be of God, your first word should be a prayer to 
God--your Father and Creator.” +Elder Anthony of Optina 

THURSDAY (Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ) 
"Ever let mercy outweigh all else in you. Let our compassion be a mirror where we may see in 
ourselves that likeness and that true image which belong to the Divine nature and Divine essence. A 
heart hard and unmerciful will never be pure.” +St. Isaac the Syrian 

FRIDAY (Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ) 
“What shall we offer You, O Christ, Who for our sakes has appeared on the earth as a man? Every creature 
which You have made offers You thanks. The angels offer You a song; The heavens, their star; The wise 
men, their gifts; The shepherds, their wonder; The earth, its cave; The wilderness; the manger; And we offer 
You a virgin mother. O Pre-eternal God, have mercy on us!” – from the Royal Hours of the Nativity  

SATURDAY (The Eve of the Nativity of Christ) 
“Make your plans, but they will be foiled; propose what you please, but it shall not stand: for God is with us!” 
– Isaiah 8:10 from the Vigil Service for the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

SPIRITUAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Father can meet M-F 9:30a–4p or by appointment. 

Online Community: Please email Fr. Dave to receive 
the weekly bulletin via email. 
Phone Tree – Please call Fr. Dave to be added. 
Emergency Sick Calls – Please notify Fr Dave when 
you or a family member are going into the hospital or 
having a procedure so he can pray with you and you 
may receive the Anointing to be fully prepared.  
Mystery of Confession – Opportunities are available 
after every service, Saturdays during fasting periods 
from 11:00am to 1:00 pm, OR by appointment. 
Holy Communion/Eucharist – The reception of the 

Holy Eucharist is encouraged by all Orthodox 
Christians who have properly prepared themselves, 
with fasting from midnight on, regular Confession, and 
forgiveness for all people. Those who are not 
Orthodox may receive a blessing from the chalice. 
Lapsed Members – You are always welcome home 
and we want you back! Generally speaking, sincere 
participation in the Mysteries of Confession, 
Communion, and regular attendance at the divine 
services are all that is required to begin parish life 
anew! See Fr. Dave for specific details. 
Baptisms – Please consult Father for details. 



 

Adult Chrismation – New parishioners are always 
welcome! In the case of adults seeking entrance into the 
Church, a period of prescribed catechism will be 
established with Fr. Dave before administration of the 
Mysteries. An Orthodox Christian sponsor is also required. 
Marriages – Are not performed during fasting periods 
and certain Feast Days. Please consult Father ASAP 
for details (before arrangements are made for the hall). 
Church Funerals – are provided for practicing 

Orthodox Christians who are current in their spiritual 
and financial obligations; otherwise burial is from the 
funeral home.  The Church does not permit cremation. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
“The cremation of bodies is not a Christian act. It is a 
custom of modern times. The body of a Christian has 
been sanctified with the Grace of the Holy Spirit, and 
as such may not be burned. God did not create our 
bodies for burning.” - Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica 

+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

PRAYER CORNER  
Our Parish Prayer List for Special Intentions and Other Needs * 

A Prayer For The Sick: O Christ, You alone are prompt to defend us; quickly visit 
Your suffering servant name. Through the prayers of the Theotokos, deliver him/her 

from sickness and bitter pain. Heal him/her so that he/she may sing to You and 
always praise You for You alone love us. Amen. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
For the Health of... Mildred, Anna Mae, Julie, Jane, Eleanor D., Mark, Viola, Juliana, Katie, Kenneth, Michael, 
Roberta, Fredrick, Helen B., Wendy, Gary, Barbara, Matthew, Patricia, Lino, Fr. Jonathan Tobias, Pańi Marsha 

Tobias, Mary ...through the prayers of St. Nectarios the Wonderworker; St. Luke, the Surgeon;  
and St. Panteleimon, the Healer. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
  For the Special Intentions of… Bishop Gregory, Stephen, David, Joshua, Anastasia, Nicholas, 

Cassandra, Alexander, Nancy, Amee, Andrea, Jason, Tyrone, Sarah, John S., and our Church 
Council, Curators, and Relocation Committee:  Matthew, John, Timothy, Patricia, Theresa, 

Lawrence, Donald, Jane, Cynthia, Katherine, Eleanor, Kenneth, Gina, Robert, Jillian, Wendy, Olga, 
John, Melanie, Michael, John, Richard, John, Margaret, Sarah, Patricia, and for those working 

towards our Community Outreach, ZOE For Life ...through the prayers of St. Nicholas the 
Wonderworker; St. John the Baptist; the Archangels Michael & Gabriel; and the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
Birthday Prayers for… Carol Lorenzi (1/2), Jane Barrett (1/3), Joshua Mainolfi (1/3), and Anna Martellotti (1/4) 
…May God allow them to grow in peace and love all the days of their lives and may He grant them many and 

blessed years! Na Mnohaja I Blahaja L’ita! 
+ + +   + + +   + + + 

For Expectant Mothers… Pańi Ileana, Amee, Ashley, Katie, Meredith, Brittany, Harmonie 
...through the prayers of St Anna, the mother of the Virgin Mary, & St Irene Chrysovalantou. 

+ + +   + + +   + + + 
For those preparing for Marriage… Nicole & Seminarian Nathaniel and Kristyn & Seminarian Vince 

…through the prayers of Sts. Adrian & Natalia & all Holy Martyrs. 
+ + +   + + +   + + + 

* This is to be used for the special intentions of our brothers and sisters and can be inserted as a prayer itself into our daily 
prayers. Please let Fr. Dave know if you would wish to make additions or subtractions (in the case of answered prayers) to our 
Parish List. The words of the Gospel are true: it is good to pray for one another. Let this be a place where we lay out our 
concerns and beg the help of our brothers & sisters in Christ. This prayer list is NOT limited to Orthodox Christians. 

+ + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + +   + + + 

DEVOTIONAL PRAYER OF THE WEEK: 
 

A Prayer Upon Leaving a Church: The Hymn of Saint Simeon  
Now let Your servant depart in peace, O Master, according to Your Word. For my eyes have seen Your 

Salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all people. The Light of revelation for the 
Gentiles, and the glory of Your people, Israel. Amen. 

 

DEVOTIONAL PRAYER FOR THE NATIVITY FAST: 
 

2017 NATIVITY FAST PRAYER CHALLENGE 
Bishop Gregory asks each member of our Diocese to pray this Prayer for Peace  

every evening of the Nativity Fast, either as a family or individually. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son and Word of God, You became flesh and dwelt among us. You made the womb of 

Your most-pure Mother more spacious than the heavens. Yet You, the true light, were born in the darkness of 
a cave, thereby enlightening the world that was darkened by sin. To redeem us, You shared Your whole life. 

You submitted to death on the Cross and rose from the dead, bestowing life. We share in Your death and 
resurrection, that we may indeed be dead to sin and alive in You. As we fast and prepare to celebrate Your 
life-giving manifestation, we pray especially that our respect for life will prevail in the world. Directed by Your 

command to care for “the least of these,” may we and all people heed Your call to show care and concern for 
life in the womb; for the lives of the poor, oppressed, and suffering; and for the lives of the sick, the elderly, and 
the dying. May Your peace reign in our hearts and throughout the world, especially in places of unrest, so that 

the shedding of blood in warfare, violence, terrorism, tyranny, and all manner of strife may come to an end. 
May aggression between neighbors and nations fade away. May love reign in the lives of families. O Savior, 
You have said “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” May we become partakers of Your 
abundant life, together with all the saints whose lives have pleased You from the beginning. For You are the 
way, the truth and the life, O Christ our God, and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and 

Your most-holy, gracious and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen. 
 


